chapter. A number of the plates are, however, of mediocre quality. Dermatologists and other clinicians who deal with tumours due to external agents will find this an interesting and valuable book. It can also be recommended to any experimental worker who thinks that carcinogenesis is solely a laboratory problem.
The Amphetamines: Toxicity and Addiction by Oriana Josseau Kalant PhD pp xii+151 48s Toronto: University ofToronto Press 1966 London: Oxford University Press No one will deny that the appearance of this monograph is timely. Reports on drug addiction, more or less sensational, abound not only in the lay press but in the medical journals as well. The term is used loosely, opium, heroin, cannabis, the amphetamines and the hallucinogens all tending to fall into the same heap and, as the London Times pointed out recently in a leading article, 'Drugs, searches, sex and the swinging city have been built into one single hateful promotion'. This work by Dr Kalant gives a welcome return to objectivity. It contributes nothing new but, if not quite exhaustive, gives a masterly and succinct review of the knowledge to date. To the medical man it will afford a convenient and readable form of enlightenment on this very controversial subject. Students, too, will learn from it a great deal which may stand them in good stead, as much personally as it will professionally. But, above all, this should be obligatory reading for all those editors, radio and television producers, correspondents and moral arbiters who are so impatient to express themselves without paying sufficient attention to the facts that are available. As far as the amphetamines are concerned, there can be no excuse now.
Dare we ask that Dr Kalant and her sponsors, the Alcoholism and Drug Addiction Research Foundation of Ontario, now proceed to deal similarly with the opiates, with cannabis and with the hallucinogens? ROY GOULDING Catecholamines by Richard J Wurtman MD New EnglandJournal ofMedicine Medical Progress Series ppx+111 50s London: J & A Churchill 1966 Our knowledge of catecholamines advances at such a pace that at times it leaves us bewildered. It is thus very useful to have a reasonably small book which presents a cross section at a given time, i.e. sometime in 1965-66. When the main contents of this book were presented serially in the New England Journal of Medicine the author did not think a separate discussion of brain catecholamines was necessary! He has since added this, obviously working against time and rather in note form but nevertheless including quite a lot of material. There is also an interesting preamble to this chapter showing what technical developments have made possible these advances in our knowledge of brain catecholamines.
Other sections deal with biosynthesis of catecholamines, granulated vesicles and chromaffin granules, fate of circulating catecholamines, source and fate of tissue catecholamines, sources of catecholamines and their metabolites in the urine, and effect of drugs and pathological conditions.
The book is very good for those of us who are striving to keep abreast with the very rapid advances in this important field. Results are well presented and there is a reasonable bibliography. The real experts will probably be more concerned with the next stage. The ubiquitous prosthetic group 'hem' is one of the remarkable biological virtuosos and no understanding of evolution can be effective without a study of the metal porphyrin chelates. Fortunately, during the two decades since Linus Pauling and his colleagues introduced us to 'molecular disease', sufficient has been learned about the primary structure of proteins to allow recognition of subtle structural differences, and this Lehmann has brilliantly exploited to embellish the study of evolution, anthropology and genetics in molecular medicine. The time is now appropriate for an over-all review of what is known and what can be surmised, and this Lehmann and Huntsman provide most attractively. Few publications can give as much pleasure to the reviewer as this eminently readable text. It is destined to be a classic, and one which can be read as a bedside novel or used as an authoritative reference text, which straddles the subject and yet supplies a bibliography of some sixty titles for further reading.
Each of the chapters stands alone but they are best read consecutively. The first seven provide base-line data on iron, respiratory pigments, hmm synthesis, protein structure and genetics.
Nine chapters describe the clinical himoglobinopathies, of which those referring to polypeptide chain variants are agreeably succinct, and G6 PD deficiency. There are short chapters on population dynamics and geography, and the final six refer to technical methods: an appendix briefly summarizes the nomenclature adopted at the 1964 International Congress of Hematology.
In the next twenty years we shall doubtless have much more to learn and probably something to unlearn; meanwhile, this volume should be read not only by the hematologist, for whom it is de rigueur, but by anyone who aspires to understand scientific medicine. JOHN L STAFFORD An Introduction to Psychopathology by D Russell Davis MA MD FRCP DPM 2nded ppx+158 16s London &c.: Oxford University Press 1966 When this book appeared in its first edition some years ago there was little about it to be criticized. It is now in a paper-backed edition and considerably shorter. Although the cost is less, it seems a pity that so much valuable material has had to be omitted. Psychopathic disorders are dealt with in 7 lines, and cerebral palsy in 17. The account of school refusal, while interesting and acceptable to those experienced in this problem, is far too short. At the same time, with all these shortcomings, the text is attractive. Behaviour therapists, so called, are put in perspective in a way that is moderate and reasonable; and the work maintains its firm if kindly antideterminist tone. Probably the book should be read as a complement to the first edition, and the two together make an excellent beginning to the study of psychopathology. 1966 Boston, Mass.: Little, Brown This offers an extensive coverage of most of the problems that the practising pathologist is likely to encounter and, to add to its merit, many aspects of pathogenesis and related experimental work are critically evaluated.
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Pathology of the Kidney by Robert H Heptinstall MD ppx+836 illustrated 200s London: J & A Churchill
The morphological changes in hypertension are correlated with clinical features and functional tests and accurate data about incidence are readily available. The various types of renal necrosis are treated on a structural basis and although the possible mechanisms of cortical and medullary necrosis are perhaps over-simplified, the morphological alterations are clearly defined.
The account of glomerulonephritis is masterly. Against a background of the historical development of different clinicopathological classifications, Dr Heptinstall defines as clearly as seems reasonable the various biological entities. Certain questions are left open, such as the significance of persisting microscopical lesions in clinically improved patients, but in general, where the facts permit, a firm evaluation of a current problem is offered. Lohlein's stormy subacute or rapidly progressive glomerulonephritis is well defined, as are its relationship to microscopic polyarteritis and the clinical and pathological features. Focal glomerulonephritis is also helpfully analysed and there is a good account of its differential diagnosis. In the same way, the so-called focal embolic glomerulonephritis is well documented and the evidence against the embolic mechanism is fairly put.
Apart from the expected chapters on the more conventional topics, such as pyelonephritis, SLE, polyarteritis nodosa, renal diseases in pregnancy and lesions of diabetes and amyloidosis, there are two especially helpful chapters, one on the nephrotic syndrome and one on acute renal failure, in both of which valuable points in the differential diagnosis are discussed.
The chapters on the development of the kidney and congenital malformations by Dr Kissani and that on renal transplantation by Dr Porter maintain the high standard set by the main author. This book is unreservedly commended for many qualitiesthe clear exposition of the factual data, the excellent illustrations, but most of all for the strong liaison between clinical and pathological aspects. This book is about people who are unable or unwilling to conform to the current norms of social behaviour and who are also unsuccessful in pursuing their chosen way of life. It is assumed in this country but not, for example, in the USSR, that the persistent display of serious antisocial behaviour leading to conflict with the Law should, in some cases, be looked upon as symptomatic of mental disorder and might consequently be susceptible to medical treatment. This is a progressive, humane and positive attitude but it raises a host of questions that psychiatry is not yet in a position to answer. Unfortunately it is one of the characteristics of psychopaths that they inspire sympathy and there must be very few psychiatrists who have not tried and failed to help them. This is partly because the ordinary psychiatrist has neither the time to devote to these very demanding people nor the secure environment in which to experiment in treating them. It may also be that not
